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PRESS RELEASE 
 

 
SES and Gazprom Space Systems enter strategic partnership 

to provide additional satellite capacity to Russian market 
 
   Luxembourg, Moscow, 7 September 2011 - Global satellite operator SES S.A. (Euronext Paris and 
Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) and Russian fixed satellite service operator Gazprom Space 
System (GSS) announced today that they have entered into a strategic partnership to provide 
additional satellite capacity to serve the Russian market.  
 
   Under the terms of a multi-year agreement, SES has re-located its ASTRA 1F satellite previously 
located at 51 degrees East to the orbital location 55 degrees East. GSS will utilize 16 Ku-band FSS 
transponders on the ASTRA 1F satellite to provide communication services for Western Russia ahead 
of the arrival of GSS’ Yamal-402 satellite in 2012. In return, SES will use capacity on GSS’ Yamal-402 
once it becomes operational at 55 degrees East. Yamal-402 is currently under construction and 
scheduled for launch in November 2012.  
 
   The use of ASTRA 1F at 55 degrees East is part of a strategic partnership between SES and 
Gazprom to explore opportunities for the provision of satellite capacity for Russia. GSS will use the 
capacity on ASTRA 1F and later Yamal-402 together with Russian satellite service providers to deliver 
a wide spectrum of services including the transmission of TV bouquets for direct-to-home (DTH) 
satellite TV operators, the distribution of TV signals to cable and terrestrial networks and broadcasting 
stations, the delivery of broadband access for corporate clients and the consumer market, and point–
to-point communication, as well as cellular backhauls and Satellite News Gathering (SNG) services.  
 
   Dimitry Sevastiyanov, General Director of GSS said: “The move of ASTRA 1F is good news for the 
Russian market. The additional satellite arrives at a time of high demand and scarce capacity and 
brings us in a position to meet the actual and growing capacity needs of our customers. The 
cooperation with SES is very productive and we may see additional joint projects in the future.”  
 
   Romain Bausch, President and CEO of SES, commented: “The agreement to move ASTRA 1F over 
Russia demonstrates SES’ capability to quickly respond to market demands and highlights the 
advantage of a global and flexible satellite fleet. The launch of ASTRA 5B scheduled for 2013 we will 
bring additional capacity to Russia. With Gazprom we have found an excellent partner to tap this 
highly important growth market.” 
 
For further information please contact: 
 
Yves Feltes                        Victoria Ioda 
SES                             Gazprom Space Systems 
Tel : +352 710 725 311                 Tel : +7 495 5042910 
Yves.Feltes@ses.com                 ioda@gazprom-spacesystems.ru 
 
 
About GSS 
Gazprom Space Systems – a subsidiary of Gazprom - runs space and telecommunications activities. Company is 
Russian satellite operator. 
GSS operates Yamal-201 and Yamal-202 satellites. Yamal-201 (900E) serves mainly the Russian/CIS market. 
Yamal-202 (490E) has a wide service area covering most of the Eastern Hemisphere and caters to the 
international market. 
GSS’ ground infrastructure consists of four teleports. Within Russia it is not only a satellite operator but also a 
service provider and system integrator. 
Now GSS builds new Yamal-300K (900E), Yamal-401 (900E), and Yamal-402 (550E) satellites and develops its 
ground infrastructure - a state-of-the-art telecommunication сenter - to control the satellites and expand the 
volume of services provision. The launch of the satellites in 2012-2013 will increase the company satellite 
capacity by 4 times. 
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About SES 
SES is a world-leading satellite operator with a fleet of over 45 geostationary satellites. The company provides 
satellite communications services to broadcasters, content and internet service providers, mobile and fixed 
network operators, business and governmental organisations worldwide.  
 
SES stands for long-lasting business relationships, high-quality service and excellence in the broadcasting and 
telecom industry. The culturally diverse regional teams of SES are located around the globe and work closely with 
customers to meet their specific satellite bandwidth and service requirements.  
 
SES (Euronext Paris and Luxembourg Stock Exchange: SESG) holds participations in Ciel in Canada and 
QuetzSat in Mexico, as well as a strategic participation in satellite infrastructure start-up O3b Networks. 
 


